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School Hours
8:00 - First Bell
9:30-9:45 - Recess
11:27-11:55 - Recess
11:55-12:15 - Lunch
2:40 - Dismissal

ECDP/Kindergarten
8:05 - 10:51

To ensure the safety of
all, students should not
arrive at school before
7:45 and should leave
school grounds
immediately after
dismissal unless
involved in an
after-school activity.

A reminder to
parents/guardians: It is

mandatory to wear a
mask if you are entering

the building for an
appointment, or to visit

the office.
Parents/guardians are

also encouraged to wear
masks when dropping

off and picking up
students

Student Absences
Please notify the office if your child is going to be late, absent, or (specifically for
online learning) if there is a technology issue causing your child to be unable to
join their virtual class by calling or emailing with “absent”, “late”, or “tech issue”

and your child’s name in the subject line.
780.743.1079 kayla.dalley@fmpsd.ab.ca or sorina.saayman@fmpsd.ab.ca
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A Royal Message From Administration

April brings Spring and thoughts of warmer temperatures, sunny days, spending time outside, splashing in
puddles...and this year it brings us Easter. Easter marks the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is a time
when we recognize the sacrifice He made for us, and the hope of eternal life. Easter is also a celebration of
God’s love for us.

There’s a lot happening at FMCS including Science Fairs, Open Houses, Digital Photography, Watershed
Projects, an Easter (virtual, pre-recorded) presentation/concert, and community service projects in every
grade (FLEx). Most recently we hosted a Junior High Open House to highlight our academics, sports, options
and Christian programming. Did you know that on our province’s annual Accountability Pillar, FMCS ranks
amongst the highest of schools in Alberta in the following categories: academic programming, safe and
caring, and continuous improvement? Below is a summary of our 2020 results. As an example, did you also
know that grade two has fundraised for water wells for the third consecutive year (see specific information
further along in the newsletter)? This month we are highlighting our Junior High and grade two classes.

God is on the move at Fort McMurray Christian School, and we are excited to highlight examples of our
programming this month and in our May and June newsletters. If you have any questions or would like to find
out more, we invite you to reach out to our school team.

Blessings,

Admin. Team -
Bobbi Compton, Principal
Dan Baseley, Vice Principal
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School
Council

My job involves helping people look below a text to find the sub-text. Asking hard
questions. Pushing back on people’s ideas to help refine them. Asking them to
support their arguments with evidence. Pointing out the weaknesses in their
reasoning. My goal is to help people sharpen their thinking, probe ideas deeply
and communicate their ideas effectively.

It’s possible I bring my work home.

Knowing my son is shaped by the influences around him, I have always taught
him to question what he hears. To identify underlying assumptions. To step back
from a situation to consider its context. To consider ideas and experiences
through the lens of scripture, and to assess their truth. Then to apply that same
lens to himself.

It’s a work in progress.

As Christians who are bombarded by the influences of a secular culture on every
hand, it is vital that we learn to exercise those critical reasoning skills as we live
out our faith in a society that increasingly views the Christian worldview as
foreign.

But I am thankful that my children are able to mature and develop these thinking
skills within the context of a Christian school environment.

When my grade 1 son comes home and quotes his teacher -- with the same
certitude that his brother once announced, “Santa Claus is real,” on the drive
home from daycare -- I am glad that the ideas he brings home are likely to
coincide with scripture, rather than contradicting it.

In another school, that may well not be the case.

See you on the playground,

Lisa Podor, Chair
School Council

Join the School Council conversation Tuesday, April 20 at 7 pm on Google Meet
here

https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/
https://meet.google.com/cwf-vafd-ehr
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Fort
McMurray
Christian
School
Society

A big thank you to all of those who volunteered and donated bottles during last
month’s bottle drive. We collected so many bottles that the depot staff are still
counting them all! If you missed out on the bottle drive and want to get in on the
fun, don’t worry! Due the success of this fundraiser we will be planning additional
bottle drives throughout the year. Stay tuned!

Part of the Society’s mandate is to
promote the school in our community.
We have been working closely with
Teachers and Staff on a number of
things and we expect to be rolling
them out this month. Follow the
school’s social media posts to hear
how you and your family can be
involved.

As always, if you have any questions
or comments for your Society
Executive, we would love to hear from
you. Email society.fmcs@gmail.com and we will be sure to follow up with you.

On behalf of your Society Executive,

Dennis

To the members of Fort McMurray Christian School Society (dated March 25, 2021),

There are great things happening within our school this year and we hope that you and your child(ren) feel that way as
well!  Starting this spring/summer there will be exciting new developments taking place to the exterior of our school!
The goal is to make our school building look, and hopefully feel, more like a place of its own, for us to call home.

These upcoming exterior renovations provide the opportunity to improve building signage and the Society Executive
would like to invite you to a General Meeting on Thursday, April 15th at 7pm to hear more about these opportunities.
This meeting will be done online and further information regarding the platform will be given closer to the night.

There are two motions to be discussed and voted upon on April 15.

1. 5.5’ high x 9.5’ wide digital LED sign to be installed on the east side (main entrance) of the building.

Society Motion from March 18, 2021: That Fort McMurray Christian School Society Executive bring to its
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membership the request to spend up to $35k for the purchase and installation of a digital sign.  Funds will be
withdrawn from our current investments and will be coded against the value allocated on our balance sheet as
Capital Reserves.

2. 13” tall aluminum letters, with overhead lighting stating “Fort McMurray Christian School” to be installed on the
south side (facing Brett Drive).

Society Motion from March 18, 2021: At the upcoming meeting to discuss signage we add illuminated sign to Brett
as an additional sign to discuss.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one of the Society Executive Members, listed below.

Sincerely,
Christine Gogolinski
Chair of Fort McMurray Christian School Society

Current Members of the 2020/2021 Society Executive:
Clementina Okoro: tinaokoro2001@yahoo.com
Lisa Podor: lmvpodor@hotmail.com
Dennis Vroom: dennisvroom1@gmail.com
Christine Gogolinski: christine@uncontainedphotography.com

A Message
from our

TfT Program
Coordinator

Teaching For Transformation

April marks the start of something
special for many of us.  The seasons
are starting to change and the ideas of
gardens are starting to bloom.  In April,
we are going to focus our worship on
Earth Keeping; God’s call to be
stewards of all creation.  We see this
come alive in our hallways as many
classes embark on new projects such
as grade 7 Science study of plants, junior high plant science option class and life
cycles in grade 3.  As you watch new life come from God’s earth, we challenge
you to think about ways that your family can reclaim and relearn how to
demonstrate His love for all parts of life.

Lois Ann Emberley
TfT Coordinator
loisann.emberley@fmpsd.ab.ca
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THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.
(PSALM 119:105 KJV)

https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/

From Our Classrooms…

From
Grade Two

Grade Two - Community Project (FLEx)
Our grade two students are “happy campers” who aim to serve those in need. For
the past three years, they have met their annual goal of raising $2800 for the
Legacy Water Foundation.  This organization has used these funds to repair two
community wells in South Sudan.  Despite COVID-19 restrictions, our grade twos
raised $3,040 this year!  They sold ornaments and jewellery they made
themselves, completed chores, and recycled bottles.

Check out the good works that came from last year’s efforts.
https://legacywaterfoundation.com/southsudan/kunyuk-village/

From
Junior
High

FMCS Junior High

The phrase “Small but Mighty” comes to mind for some of us, in reference to
our Junior High program.  We have always been mighty in academics - with
Grade 9 PAT results that are often above provincial and city averages.  Our
smaller classes facilitate more individual student-teacher contact.  It is largely
this, and our more communal environment, that have led to such positive
outcomes.

Our program is also mighty in athletics, and our small size allows us to extend
more opportunities for students to participate.  We have yet to “cut” a player
from any of our teams, and are proud to have won multiple city championships
nonetheless.

Our electives or option courses are unique, and largely based on discussions
with students.  This is also possible because of our smaller size.  Aside from
the Worship Arts program, our other Junior High options have included
various languages, textiles, digital photography, as well as plant science.  We
also look forward to the arrival of our school division’s Space Program next
year - further enhancing the variety of what we have to offer.

https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/
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We hope that you will consider our Junior High program, when determining
where to educate your adolescent children.  Truly, we are “Small but Mighty!”

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Our Junior High team would like to sincerely thank everyone - parents,
students, as well as our Division Superintendent - who attended our recent
Open House.  Please do not hesitate to contact us, if you have any further
questions about our program.

We would love to see you in September, 2021!

Mrs. Gillies, Mrs. Emberley, and our grade 8/9s have done a great job this
month.  They participated in a student environmental competition called
“Caring for our Watersheds.”  Contestants were required to identify an

environmental concern, devise a solution, and submit an essay proposal to a
panel of judges.  Students from all over central and northern Alberta submitted

entries.

Of our five student submissions, three were chosen to compete in the finals!
These students will orally present their work live, online, and are eligible to win

cash prizes.

Way to go, kids, and good luck in the finals!
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Apple School
Memo
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Prayer Corner
Parents, friends, churches and community partners, please remember us in prayer.

● Stronger connections with our church communities
● Continued safety for everyone amid a global pandemic
● Calming of anxieties for our students and clear their minds so they can focus

and learn
● Increased enrolment/growth for our school

From Our FMCS Prayer Group!

Let’s pray together to discern God’s will for our school, and the needs of our school
community.

We meet virtually every other Tuesday. All are welcome. Come to pray, or send us your
prayer requests!

“FMCS Prayer Group” on Facebook

Or prayer.fmcs@gmail.com

Or reach out to Laura Blake or Lacey Miller for more info.

Month Hymn of the Month

September Shout to the Lord! Link

October (Thanksgiving) Take my Life and Let it Be

November One Step at a Time

December (Christmas) He is Here

January Majesty

February (Valentine’s) The love of God Praise Him
Praise him all Ye Little Children

March Christ Arose

April (Easter) For the Beauty of the Earth
All Creatures of our God and King

May Shine Jesus Shine

June What a Friend We Have In Jesus

https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/
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Bus Late?
Check out the schedule myschoolbusmonitor.ca

What’s Happening at FMCS?

April
2 - Good Friday
2-9 - Easter Break
20- Monthly  School Council Meeting
15 - 7pm Special Society Meeting
16 - Nature day
20 - School Council Meeting
22 - Society Meeting
23 - PLF
27- Kindergarten Grad photos
27- Spring photos
30 - Wacky/Crazy Hair Day for National Hairstyle day

May
7 - PLF
14 - Each class will dress in a different colour for FMCS
rainbow day

-ECDP - Red
-K - Indigo
-1 - Orange
-2 - Green
-3 - Blue
-4 - Pink
-5 - Green
-6 - Red
-7 - Yellow
-8 - Purple
-9 - Blue
-Office Staff - Yellow

21 - No school for students
28 - Future Friday, show us what you would like to be in
the future
29 - Bottle Drive

June
4 - Super Hero Day (dress as a fictional, or real hero!)
11 - Dress like a teacher
18 - Nerd Day
24 - Last Day of School

https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/
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Easter Happens – An Easter Sermon On
Matthew 28:1-10

Easter Sunday – Matthew 28:1-10 by Reverend Michael K. Marsh

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

It echoes in here when I say that, like it might in an empty
tomb.

Most everyone is at home, keeping to themselves. There
are no overflowing crowds celebrating Jesus’ resurrection.
People are not showing up dressed in their Easter finest.
There are no fancy dresses or hats. There are no
“eggstravaganzas” for kids gathered with Easter baskets.
Friends and family will not be sitting down together for a big
Easter feast. It’s been a time of turmoil, chaos, and loss.
Anxiety is in the air. People are shaken, as if by an
earthquake. The future is unknown and uncertain.

You know what I am talking about, right? Yes, I’m sure you
do.

You know that I am talking about that very first Easter day. I am talking about that “great earthquake” that
happened “as the first day of the week was dawning.” I am talking about that day the stone was rolled back
from Jesus’ tomb. I am talking about that day only two women showed up for Easter, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary.

That is what you were thinking, right?

Our Easter Sunday isn’t much different from that first one, is it? Regardless of what’s going on around us, how
many people show up, the ways in which it is or is not celebrated, or whether it happens how or where we want
or think it should – Easter happens. God is faithful and Easter happens in whatever the circumstances of our
life and world might be. It did back then and it does now. Easter happens.

Jesus’ Easter message is pretty simple and straight forward. “Greetings! Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers [and sisters] to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

That’s what he told the two women that day. And it’s what he tells us today whether we are by ourselves, with
another person, or with our family. It’s the same Easter message we heard last year when the church was
packed and overflowing.

“Greetings! Do not be afraid…. Go to Galilee; there [you] will see me.”

https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/
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“Go to Galilee.” That’s where the disciples were from. It’s their hometown. He could just as well have said, “Go
home; there you will see me.”

So let me ask you this: where might you see Jesus today, tomorrow, the next day, and the day after that?

In the people who are most familiar to you? In a stranger standing six feet away? In a masked face? In a meal
shared with only two or three? In the turmoil of your life? In the familiarity of your own home? In your marriage?
In your parenting? In your caregiving for a parent? In your suffering and sickness? In your fear of death? In
those moments of love when you risk intimacy and vulnerability? In your loneliness and isolation? In the hell of
a broken heart? In the struggle to turn your life in a new direction? In your hopes and dreams? In your
successes and failures? In the beauty of creation? In the wonder of life? In your gratitudes and thanksgivings?

Yes. Yes to all of those and the thousands of others places where you will see him.

Easter is happening, and if we can’t see Jesus in our ordinary everyday life we surely won’t see him among
overflowing crowds, fancy dresses, and Easter egg hunts; and neither will we find him in the alleluias, lilies,
hymns, icons, shiny brass, the paschal candle, the bread and the wine, or the beauty of our church. Easter
always happens in the ordinary and everyday stuff of life.

Do not be afraid. Go to Galilee. There you will see him. That’s the Easter promise to you and me.
Easter happens, and it is already happening in the Galilee of your lives.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Let those words echo through your life and home, like they might in an empty tomb.

Easter is happening

Taken from
(https://interruptingthesilence.com/2020/04/12/easter-happens-an-easter-sermon-on-matthew-281-10/)
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Updated Division Re-entry Plan

Updated COVID Information
New Daily Healthy Checklist for Children Under 18
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