October Newsletter N
A Note From Mrs. Vanden Pol )

September has been a busy month as we settle into our new routines and dig into our first units of the year. It
was a bit of a challenge to get through the long school days after our extended time at home but the students
quickly built their stamina and we are well on our way in our learning journey. It has been so great to get to
know this group of students and their wonderful personalities. They come into the classroom each day ready to
learn, laugh, and have fun. I am so proud of their hard work and the way they support each other in their | |
learning. This is a group of students who daily shows what it means to be Community Builders and \
Image Reflectors as they do their best to treat one another with kindness, respect, and understanding.
I am very excited for the year ahead of us!

Spotlight on Christian Education

Looking For God in A" tl\e Schoo| places

This is our classroom storyline and is our way of learning that God is in everything and we can find Him if we
seek Him with our whole heart. Our storyline is built on two verses:

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;”
Psalm 24:1
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”
Jeremiah

Student Quotes - Wl\ere have we seen Godz

" “I'see Godin sports )
because He gave us
wJifferent talents.”

“I see Godinrocks %
because He will
- never move.”

‘I see God when I
see people helping
.. other people.”

n\roggHine oF t_he Mont_lm

For the month of October our througMine focus is |9eing a Servant Workerwhich calls us to take action to heal brokenness
and Ioringjoy to others. Being a servant worker means lool(ing for ways to make a change and offer hope to people through
our words and actions |9y putting others first.

Mant Worl(er Memorv Verse - Due October 28t|1

This is how we know whét love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to Iay down our lives for our brothers

ancJ sisters. lFanyone has materia| possessions ancJ sees a Erother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the
love oF GocJ |9e in that person2 Dear children, let us not ]ove with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

I John 3: 16-18
BiHe Unit

In Bible this month we are continuing to look at the story of Abraham and the promises of God. Students will learn that God
is faithful to His promises; however He answers them in His time, not ours.
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Look at What We're Learning 4

Students are finishing up their unit on place value and will be heading into a new unit on skip

counting. Students have been learning what different digits mean when they are in the hundreds,

tens, and ones place. As well they have been working on comparing and ordering numbers up to 1000. In
our skip counting unit students will use money and other objects to practice skip counting by 5s, 10s,
25s, and 100s.

Language Arts
Students have been busy building their reading stamina (how long they can read in one sitting) and

learning some of the important things readers do to make sure they are understanding what they are
reading. We will continue learning a variety of reading strategies in October with a focus on being able
to read and sound out the words.

To help with this, students have been practicing phonics skills and reviewing how the pieces of the
English language work together to build different sounds and words.

In writing students have been exploring the difference between fiction (narrative) and non-fiction
(expository) writing. We have also been discovering the characteristics of a good story such as an
entertaining beginning, strong descriptions, and suspense. Next we will be learning how to write clear
and detailed descriptions of people, places, and things.

Social Studies

Students have been learning about quality of life and what it means. We have been exploring the quality
of life of people living in Peru, Tunisia, Ukraine, and India. Our next unit will look at public services in
the four countries and how they affect quality of life.

Science

We have been exploring God’s amazing creation by learning about Rocks and Minerals in our first unit.
We are exploring the different types of rocks and minerals, the rock cycle, erosion, soil composition and
ways geologists identify rocks and minerals.

Health

Our first unit is all about developing a growth mindset. Students are learning the power of the word YET!
As kids there are a lot of things they can’t do YET, but with practice and perseverance they can achieve
any goal they set for themselves. Next we will be exploring the ZONES of Regulation and learning how to

understand and manage our emotions.
Our Class Pledge

In our first week of class the students decided what kind of classroom they want to build together this year. Out of
that discussion we developed our class pledge. We say these words together every morning to remind us about our
focus and behaviour for the day.
In our class we will be
respectful, faithful, and helpful.
We will show kindness by sharing ideas,
including others, and being understanding.
We know it is okay to make mistakes
because that is how we learn.
We are here to have fun, learn,
and support one another.
We promise to look for God in all the school places and
do our best to be Community Builders.

/



Scholastic Orders

Did you lmow you can sti“ order Scho]astic Ioool<s this year2 To help limit contact orders wi” now ship direct'y to your home

and you can order whenever you want |9y visiting scho[astic.ca/c|uloshop.

Scho|astic worl<s ona reward system where orders placed earn Reward Bucl(s For us to use in the classroom. These rewards
can pe used to purchase new Ioool<s and supp]ies For the classroom and are a great way For you to support our classroom From
home.

When you checkout, p|ease enter my class code: RC]78960

ﬂﬂs code wi” give our c|ass 20% ot‘the va|ue oF your order in rewards. Orders 0F$35 or more slqip For
sma”er orders have a shipping Fee 0F$350

|1Cyou have any questions please |et me lmovv. Happy reading”

Retrieval Practice

This year we will be using a strategy called retrieval practice in Grade 3. This means we are
going to practice rememlaering or pu”ing information out of our Iong term memory. In
school we sometimes focus so much on trying to put information into our heads we Forget

\ 4 / the importance of practicing how to remember the information. We have been using
ﬁs’/ [/ ) \ retrieval practice everyday in our sulajects and students have been doing great with it so
~l j far,
\ &

3 s ' H:you hear your child ta”dng about mini-quizzes, brain exp|osions, or “two—tkings”

»;T .;; practice these are all strategies we use in class to help us pu” out information and {:igure

out what we do and do not lmow. ﬂwese activities are not recorded For marl(s, tkey are a
way For students to learn. So how can you he|p your chiH with t]nis?

Retrieya| Practice At Home
| wi” try to perio&ica”y (once a weel< or so)provide you With concepts and questions

(along with the answers) to practice this with your chil& at home as we”. Betore

giving the answer ask them how confident they are about having the answer correct.
thinking about it in this way students are not only trying to remembper the

By hink g b h y d |y ying ber th

concepts they are a]so l}ecoming more aware otwhat tkey do and do not lmow.


https://classroomessentials.scholastic.ca/en/search?collid=Club%20Shop%20Collection&prefv1=Club%20Shop&prefn1=supplies-cec-ca

WOW Worl(! Click here to get a closer look!
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Reminders

%  Remind
My primary form of communication will be using the Remind App. If
you haven’t already done so, you can join by clicking this link or by
following these_instructions.

% Daily COVID Checks
Please remember to do a daily assessment of your child’s health before

sending them to school.

%  School Website
Please remember to check the school website and our social media
pages to stay up do date on important information.

ﬁ @FMChristianRoyals y @ChristianFMPSD @ @fm_christian_school

twitter

%  Nut Aware School
We are a nut aware school which means students should avoid
bringing any type of nut product for snacks and lunch.

%  Utensils
Please remember to send spoons and forks in student lunches as the
school is unable to provide them this year.



https://www.remind.com/join/mrsvgr3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18uw8VJ-MoZa_NUQfH93ipAyKw7Xlr15E/view?usp=sharing
https://christian.fmpsdschools.ca/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qaqYoqhX-kCaZsqcROSVFh2wyth_cr-7QyP3i-yeV50/present?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qaqYoqhX-kCaZsqcROSVFh2wyth_cr-7QyP3i-yeV50/present?usp=sharing

